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And give thee for a Cyvenant of the 
People," kee. Haiah xlii. 9. 7 


| OD, and Man, who by reaſon of Sin, 
appeared to be at an infinite diſtance 
from each other, are brought to- 
gether by Covenant relation in C Brit Teſus. 


This cavenant, or agreement, is that; where- 
in they mutually undertake, to perform punc- 
tually the candition required on the part of 
each, that their contract might be legally va- 
lid, and without exception, | 


The perſon, given for a covenant of the 
People, is Jeſus Chrift: the parties, agree- 
ing,or covenanting inhim, are God, andman : 
whoſe covenant, conſiſts in the unity of two 
natures, but one perſon, in our myſterious 
Emmanuel or God with us: where the offend» 
ed, and offending natures, meeting together 
in covenant, make but one Chriſt, who is up- 
on that account with propriety, called the Co- 
venant of the People. „ 4 
9 _ Gad 


(4) 
God, in all the fulneſs of his perfections- 
in the perſon of the Word, or divine nature 
of Jeſus; and the pour in all the fulneſs of 
their number, miſery and imperfection in the 
man who is God's fellow, or the human na- 
ture of Chri/t; (thro' the alone love and 
good will of God towards men) peacefully 
met together in the God-man ; who, hath 
taken into himſelf, the fulneſs of both natures, 
in the unity of one perſon thus becoming the 
covenant of the people. 


The conditions, required of each party to 
be performed, for the validity of this covenant, 
and that it might be unexceptionable, are 
fulfilled in the fame; as it conſiſts in the per- 
. ſonal oneneſs of both natures ; there, God has 
made his demand of perfect obedience, ac- 
. cording to the tenor of the law, without which 
he could not in jſtice juſtify man. And there, 
Man, as the party to (oh the law was given, 

has perfectly anſwered its demands, that the 
gift of ſalvation, might not be injurious to the 
aw. In this covenant, God, as a juſt judge, 
hath actually executed, what he threatened 
upon the breach of his law: which was death, 
appointed as the wages of fin. It was here, 
ifs ſoul that ſinned died: for as Jeſus when 
ing 2 the Angels that fell, took upon 

im the ſeed of Abraham, the myſtical con- 
ſtitution of his humanity, was fallen man: 
who are therefore conſidered as members of 


his 


— 


1 | 
his Body, of his fleſh, and of his bone: in 
this ſenſe, the ſoul that ſinned was puniſhed 
in his ſuffering nature ; when he was made 
{in for us, by taking hold of our fallen nature, 
his collected, myſtical body the Church, and 
alſo, by taking into that nature, the fulneſs 
of our guilt, fin, and curſe: that he, being 
numbered among tranſgreſſors, might be- 
come for his children, the one public ſinner; 
when he was ſpeechleſs under the accuſation 
of our crimes, and bare the chaſtiſement of 
our peace, and was made a curſe for us. Thus 
did he purge our fin, by his own blood and 
ſacrifice, when he took the fulneſs of it into 
himſelf, until he had healed us by his ſtripes: 
we being in his Body through the whole of 
his doing and ſuffering, as members thereof, 


And, as the human nature through obedi- 
ence and ſuffering, in this covenant ; has per- 
fectly performed the conditions required on 
its part; it will alſo appear, that God has 
performed his, according to his promiſe: 
where he ſays, I will hold thy band, and will 
keep thee, and will give thee, for a covenant of 
the people, &c. He, was to capacitate the hu» 
manity, or ſuffering nature of Jeſus, to make 
atonement for fin, and to ſeal the covenant 
by his blood : and this was done where that 
humanity through the whole of his obedience 
to death, had its ſubſiſtance in the Deity.” The 
human nature of Chriſt hath no perſonal ſub- 
t ſiſtance 


„ 
ſiſtance in itſelf, conſidered a- part, or diſtinck 
from the deity; as all his creatures hath, but 
the perſonal ſubſiſtance, of the Holy Jeſuc, 
being in his Godhead, and not in his Huma- 
nity, all his words, and works, are cloathed 
with infinitude: all his obedience, temptati- 
ons, poverty, afflictions, all the agonies, un- 
known ſorrows, bruiſes, wounds, and bloody 
death of his ſuffering nature, was in that per- 
ſonal ſubſiſtance, which he had in his God- 
head: therefore, was he, as truly God, as 
man, through all his humbled ſteps. Hence 
it is, that there is no part of his obedience, 
ſuffering, or death, but what is pregnant with 

the inconceivable merit, of his eternal power 
and Godhead. His bloodſhedding, was in 
the merit, impaſſibility, and eternity of his 
Godhead. Therefore it is true that God has 
purchaſed the church with his own blood. The 
death of his ſuffering nature, was in the life, 
love, and immortality of his Godhead: There- 
fore it is true that God has laid down his life 
for us. The deſpiſed, ſhameful, bloody form 
in which he wasexpoſed, was in the ineffable 
beauties and glory of his Godhead. There- 
fore, was it the Lord of Glory who was cru- 
cified. All his weakneſs, was in the ſtrength, 
and power of his Godhead, therefore is it 
called the weakne/5of God. Allthefooliſhneſs 
of his croſs, was in the infinite, and unſearch+ 
able wiſdom of his Godhead : Therefore, is 
it that the fooliſhneſs of God, is wiſer r 
| 145 | ius 


67. 

„Thus, his every ſtripe, and - pain, and 
rack, and torment, orfalling clod of blood; 
or pearly ſweat, has all the riches, value, 
power and meritof his Godhead in it: whilſt . 
the conditions required on either part are, 
fulfilled in the covenant: and all the mercies 
of it made ſure to David, and his ſeed. It is 
in the faithful view of. this Goſpel, we can 
Juſtify the moſt impartial juſtice, inacquitting. 
the priſoner, and bringing himout of the pit, 
by the blood of the covenant. This dee 
contrivanceloudly ſpeaks thewiſdom of God, 
who has ' kmown his mind, or who hath © 
been his councellor ? but where was the ob- 
ligation or what neceſſity was the eternal 
mind under, to give this gift to man, this 
covenant to ſinful people? Lo! here we ſee 
eternal mercy ſtoop, with condeſcention, to 
fave a ruin'd race. Unmerrited, unthought 
of, undeſerved, it comes tous. Oh] mercy 
darling theme, in heaven, and favourite an- 
them of the juſt. Mercy, triumphant attribute; 
built upthrough time, and toeternity. Mercy, 
O 'tis of thee, that we are not conſumed: 
thou art, the helpleſs ſinners daily plea, and 
ſhalt be mine, till with my lateſt breath, my 
ſoul wafts to eternity. 715 


David ſaid, the Lord had made with him 
an everlaſting covenant, ordered in all things 
and ſure: this correſponds with the fore- 
going deſcription of the covenant : for when 
Y through 


(8) 
through faith we underſtandour memberſhi p⸗ 
in the body of the Lord, we know that God 
hath made a covenant with us in Chriſt Fe/us : 
in general, as a body compoſed of many mem 
bers, and in particular, as diſtint members 
of the ſame body: the perpetuity of which 
covenant is ſecured in that indiſſolvable union, 
between two natures, God and Man, in one 
Lord Chriſt: and every believer, having faith 
for himſelf in this Goſpel, can ſay with David, 
the Lord hath made with me an everlaſting 
covenant, orderedinallthings and ſure, which 
is all my hope, and all my ſalvation. 


In this covenant, our nature laid waſte by 
ſin, and once a barren wilderneſs, is now be- 
come a fruitful field. Once a rn, thorn, 
but now the true vine: of which we are the 
branches. Whilſt the eternal Father is the 
great huſbandman; who has in this covenant 
union, cultivated thisonce barren wilderneſs, 
our ſpoiled nature: when the plowers, plow- 
ed Me/tab's back, making long and bloody 
furrows. It is in this covenant, our nature, 
which was the veſſel marred between the 
potter's hands, is now made another, and a 
nobler veſſel. In our firſt original, we were a 
little lower than the angels, yea, the loweſt 
of the intelligent beings ; but to zs, when 
ſinking, has God reached out the hand of 
love and power, and paſſing by more glori- 
ous natures, has taken 4s on himſelf : raiſing 
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of our nature in himſelf; where, he has given 


1 


(#1 | 
us to ſuch an eminence, that when he brought 
in his firſt begotten ſon into the world, he com- 


manded all the Angels of God to worſhip bim. 


In this covenant, our nature is raiſed from 
the dunghill to a glorious throne ; Angels ad- 
miring, adoring, and willingly flying to exe- 
cute his commands: whilſt we, who were with- 
out ſtrength, poſſeſs omnipotence, inourexalt- 
ed Head: who now, having all power in hea- 
ven and earth, committed to his hand; and 
the government of providence, and grace, 


laid upon his ſhoulders; with ſtedfaſtneſs 


holds the reins thereof, over every world: 


and in infinite wiſdom, and love, unſpeak- 
able to man ; moves all the wheels from the 
greateſt, to the moſt minute diſpenſation 
thereof. | 


In this covenant, theſpirit is given, and in- 
ſured, to all the ſeed : where the holy anoint- 
ing, in its unmeaſurable fulneſs, was poured 
upon our honourable and holy Head, eſis ; 
which comes down to the ſkirts of his cloath- 


ing, even to the weakeſt, and meaneſt member 


of his body. The ſpirit of the Lord God being 
upon him, anointing him, to preach good tydings 
to the meek, tobind up the broken hearted, topro- 


claim liberty to the captives, and the opening of 


the priſon to them that are bound; and all this 
he has perfectly wrought, thro' the ſalvation 


C us 


| 
| 


Me OTA 
us beauty for aſhes, the oilof joy for mourning, 
the garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs, 
making us trees of righteouſneſs, the plants of 
the Lord, that he might be glorified. 


In this covenant, we overcome the accuſer 
of the brethren, and know the communion 
of ſaints, inthe unity of the body. This teſ- 
timony, mixed with faith to them that hear, 

roves that prophecy, which moves the dry 

nes, bringing bone to its bone, until the 
hope of the houſe of Mael is revived. And 
is that word, which is ſpirit and life, to all 
the holy ſeed : who are naturally dead in treſ- 
paſſes and fin. Nor is this myſtery hidden 
from the followers of the lamb, the ſecret of 
the Lord is with ſuch that fear him, and he 
will ſhew them his covenant. 


Having ſhewn, that Jeſus is this covenant, 
I proceed, in diſcourſing of the fulneſs of 
722 and glory, laid up in him, as our in- 
eritance. 


Firſt, In Chriſt our covenant, we have life: 
this is valuable, all that a man hath will he 
give for his life. We are repreſented, as being 
dead in treſpaſſes and ſin, by nature: without 
hope, and without God in the world. But, 
the ſcriptures aſſure us, that in Jeſus we have 
life, God hath given us eternal hfe, and this 
hfe is in his ſon, Hence is it, the ſaviour faith, 
becauſe 
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becauſe I live, you ſhall live alſo. The head 


and the body have but one life. It is now the 
alone concern of a chriſtian man, to know 


_ lives. It is alfo, that ſufficiency of 


comfort, and ſupport, which he afford to his 


was dead, but am alive, and lives far ever. It 
is that aſſurance which a chriſtian hath, that 
he can never be loſt. For, # when ſinners, we 
were reconciled to God, by the death of his ſon, 
much more now, being reconciled; we ſhall be 
ſaved by his life. When Teſus aroſe from the 
dead on the third morning, and ſhewed him- 
ſelf alive to many witneſſes; there appeared 
to the ſpiritual eye, his beloved Bride, in the 
perfection of beauty: even, all his myſtical 
members, qguickened together with him. This 
the holy ſcriptures ſufficiently teach, and you 
bath he quickened, together with Chriſt, faith 
the Apoſtle : of this alſo, the Prophet ſpake, 
when he ſaid, thy dead men ſhall live, together 


with my dead body, fhall they ariſe. The life 


of Feſus is the believer's life, not only as he 
lives for him, as mediator of the new-cove- 
nant ; nor only as he lives in him, by the re- 
velation of his ſpirit ; but as he lives in Him- 
felf an unchangeable life, and that which 
hath no end: in this life of his, we live, ac- 


cording to the Apoſtle ; 1 are dead, and 


your  hfe is hid with Cbriſt in God: with 
his humanity, in all the fulneſs of the per- 


fection of his Godhead ; which, being all 
N 2 engaged 


ſaints, in the greateſt diſtreſs: I am hi that 
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engaged for the final preſervation of our life, 
proves the fountain and ſecurity of it, to. all 
who are members of his Body, of his Fleſh, 
and of his Bones. That, indiflolvable union 
between Godand man, in the perſon of Cori 
being the ſure, and certain pledge, of this 
our ſecurity, whilſt all who know their 
memberſhip in the body of Chriſt, know 
what it is to live in his life. As tbe firſt 
Adam was made a living ſoul, and by his fin 
brought death upon Hit poſterity, ſo the ſe- 
cond Adam was made a quickening ſpirit, in 
whom all hs ſeed are quickened and live, 
as they died in the former: The Church, 
being myſtically quickened, in the reſurrec- + 
tion of the body of Chrit, which was ſown a 
natural body, but raiſed a ſpiritual body ; he 
having died for us, that whether we ſleep, or 
wake, we might live together with him, TO 
this purpoſe, moſt excellent are the words, 
in the communion office of the church of 
England: the body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which was given for thee, preſerve thy body 
and foul, unto everlaſting life. That once 
crucified, but now ever-living Body, of God 
our Saviour, preſerves and ſecures our cter- 
nal life in its own: as the branch in the 
vine, or the exterior parts of the natural 
body are preſerved, as living members, and 
live in the fountain life of the body : ſo all 
his children, as members of his body, live-in 
the life, and unity of the ſame. Hence is 
| | it 


146) : 
it, with propriety, he is called our fe : and 
this character he bears as a living ſaviour; in 

whoſe life we live, This word mixed with 
faith, is the revelation of the. ſon of God 
in our hearts, and proves through the ope- 
ration of his ſpirit, that quickening power 
which raiſes us in our minds, from the ruins 
of fin and death, to that lively hope of im- 
mortality, and eternal life which is brought 
to light in the goſpel. This is Chri/t in us 
the hope of glory : this is Chriſt dwelling in 
pur hearts by faith : where the life and con- 
queſt of his humanity, is become the living 
food of every believer, in his fleſh and blood, 
which is meat indeed, and drink indeed; and 
this feeding is in the heart by faith, where 
we diſcern, and feel ſuch a relation to his 
fleſh and blood, that his ſacrifice, death, life, 
victories, triumphs, honour, and glory are 
all our own: and we rejoice in it, and are 
enriched in it, with the fulneſe of grace, and 
glory, and eternal life; and thus is it, we eat 
his fleſh and drink his blood: the faith and 
meditation of it, being of the ſame nouriſh- | 
ment to our mind and ſpirit, as meat and ("2 
drink to the natural body. He having taken 
part of our fleſh and blood, is not aſhamed to 
call us brethren: and here we follow the 
Apoſtle's direction, reckoning ourſelves in- 
deed dead unto fin, but alive unto God through 

woe Chriſt our Lord: thus having eternal 

ife in Chriſt our covenant, 17 5 | 
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( 14 ) 
This life is the gift of God, who hath 
given us his own ſon; he that hath the ſor 


"bath life; ſuch as hath not been produced, 
merited, nor deſerved by us; neither does 


It depend upon any condition to be perform- 
ed by us, for the continuation of it, but reſts 
alone upon the life of Jeſus. That peace, 
comfort and ſatisfaction, which this doctrine 
affords, flows from a ſtedfaſt belief in the 
heart, without fear or doubting, that the 
man Jeſus, who was crucified without the 
gates of Jeruſalem, died upon a croſs, and 
was buried, is riſen again; and now lives. 
This, is enough for us to know, fince it is in 
bis life, we live: accepted, in his acceptance; 
pure and free, in his purity, and freedom; 
exalted in hi righteouſneſs, and in his glory 
383 | ſpeak not this to that meer tra- 

itional or hiſtorical aſſent, which is given in 
the world, to the death and reſurrection of 
the holy 75 but I teſtify of this peace 
and joy in ieving, to the faith of the ope- 
ration of God, which is his gift to them 
that believe : and to them, again would 1 ſay, 
that as the perpetuity of this life in its foun- 
tain, is not dependant upon any condition 
performed by them, but upon the —_— 


phant life of the lamb of God alone: 


this life of his are we at all times to loa, 
for ſtrength, for acceptance with God, and 
for certainty of eternal ſalvation ; and not to 
look for theſe things, to any . of 
now 


E 
knowledge, or enjoyment, which we might 
have of it in the ſtream; as in our/ebves 
nor to any habit, or worth, wrought in vs, or 
7 us, through ſuch an enjoyment. There- 
ore, let the eye be ſtedfaſtly fixed upon th life 
of Fefus, and the heart be intirely ſatisfied in it, 
as our own; in all its glory, and unchangea- 
bleneſs : then ſhall we have a ſufficiency of 
ſupport : under all our trials, and afflictions, 
EIn here; and ſhall ſet to our ſeals that he 
is true, where he hath ſaid, becauſe I hve 


you ſhall live alſo. Let all know, that this 


life is unchangeable : becauſe Jeſus Chriſt is 
the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. It 
is alſo eternal.: for in that he died once, 
he dieth no more: but being alive, liveth 
for-ever. Of this, we cannot be deprived : 
becauſe Jeſus liveth. This is the life that can 
never fail, whilſt he is alive. This life, is 
hidden from the face of tht enemy : hidden 
in the glory of God ; where his faithfulneſs, 
| Juſtice, love, and power, is engaged to ſup- 
port it, -and to ſecure it from every invader, 
yea from all that ſeek its ruin: In this, let 
us therefore be glad and rejoice, with ex- 
_ ceeding great joy. This life, has no infir- 
mity attending it : nor, ſhall length of days, 
no, nor eternal ages, ever impair its health, 
or cauſe us to loath it. But, initsfull bloom, 
and youthful vigour, ſhall it remain, when 
ſun, moon, and ſtars ſhall fail, and paſs 
away. Nor, can its unchanging — 


ever more. Glory be to God on high, when 


er, that we have loſt the divine rectitude of 
nature, in which we were created. That, our 
nature once was pure is apparent, from the 


of man's heart, to be evil continually: 4 
contrary, in habit, and action, to what it 


with greater certainty, are they taught the 


(646) 
be meaſured, but, by endleſs days, by the 
eternity of God himſelf. And our God aſ- 
ſures us, that a moment of it, ſhall not paſs, 
without a fulneſs of joy, and pleaſure, for- 


Chriſt, wwho is our life ſhall appear, we ſhall 
alſo appear with him in glory. 


Secondly, We have righteouſneſs in this 
covenant. The holy ſcriptures, experience, 
and common obſervation, jointly teſtify, that 
man is. far gone from original righteouſneſs: 


Fountain of purity himſelf: when, viewing 
the work of his hands, he pronounced it very 
good. And, that it is now unrighteous, and 
1mpure, is as evident ; from the ſame lip of 
truth who hath declared the imaginations 


having finned, and come ſhort of the glory 0 
God. Nature alſo teaches, that mankind 4 | 


conceives of God: this ſound is gone to the 
ends of the earth, but more diſtinctly, and 


truth of this matter, who in God's light, ſee 
light. This want of righteouſneſs, renders 
mankind obnoxious to the wrath of God, 
guilty in themſelves, ſtript of all lawful claim 
to eternal life, unworthy of the love and 
favoun 


48 


favour of God: nor can he, whoſe eyes are 
u__ than to behold iniquity, have any de- 
ight in them, as thus conſidered : It being 
inconſiſtent with his moral character, as a 
God infinite in purity, and holineſs, to 


love, or delight, in what is unclean or ſin- 


ful. And as out of an unclean and ſinful 
nature, none can bring the thing that 1s 
clean; it is impoſſible, that man, by any 
power whatever, ſhould raiſe from thence 4 
clean, and acceptable righteouſneſs, where- 
by he might be juſt before God. There- 
fore is it, that a/l our righteouſneſſes are as 
filthy rags, and as a menſtruous cloth, and 
that by the deeds of the lau, no fleſh can be 
juſtified. Withal, ſuch is the miſerable ſtate . 
of man by nature, that he cannot deliver 
himſelf: fince his utmoſt efforts to do it by 
his own power and merit, would prove his 

eat and final deſtruction; had not God of 
his infinite goodneſs and mercy, provided 
better things for us: where he gave us grace 
in Chriſt Jeſus, before the world began, and 


declared him to be the Lord our rightcouſ- | 


neſs ; therefore, now we believe, and con- 
feſs to the glory of God, that in the Lord we 
have righteouſneſs and ſtrength. Nor, is 
this n meerly the merit of his 
obedience, or ſufferings, reckoned or im- 
puted to us, as ſomething diſtinct from his 
perſon, but as he is in Himſelfß, he is our 
righteouſneſs: this we poſſeſs in him, as the 
D members 
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members of his body, there being but one, 
and the ſame righteouſneſs upon him and us: 
where we became is fin, he became our 
righteouſneſs ; he being made fin for us, that 
ave might be made the righteouſneſs of God in 
bim, thus with propriety are we called he 
righteouſneſs of God. Not as we are in our- 
ſelves, but as we are in bim having our 
myſtical or ſpiritual being and exiſtence in 
his humanity, and with him in God. Hence 
1s it that the ſame name is named upon him 
and us: both the Saviour, and his Church, 
are named the Lord our righteouſneſs. This 
is the righteouſneſs wherein we are exalted ; 
it is this, which has raiſed our nature to an 
eternal ſonſhip; and ſeated it upon the 
throne of his glory : this is that matter of in- 
terceſſion for us, upon the right hand of 
the majeſty on high; where / any man ſin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jeſus 
_ Chriſt the righteous : this is our righteouſneſs 
in heaven; before the face, and throne of 
. God for evermore ; and alway well accepted 
of him. The righteouſneſs, ſhining in the 
face of the anointed without intermiſſion, 
| preſents us ever in its own brightneſs, before 
the eyes of his glory, without blemiſh, ſpot, 
or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. Hence is 

it, that the manifold fin, — infirmity of 
our fleſh, deſtroys us not, nor once deprives 
us of the love and favour of our God. Our 
paviour is perfect righteouſneſs, therefore, 
arg 


1 
are we compleat in him: even in the per- 
fection of Jeſus himſelf, To this there can 
be no addition made, nor can it ever ſuſtain 
loſs. He once took into his own body, the 
fulneſs of our curſe and ſhame, and having 
by himſelf, through his unknown ſorrows, 
purged our fin away, he ſat down as our 
righteouſneſs on theright hand of the eternal 
Mijeſty : where he is our everlaſting righte- 
ouſneſs. Jeſus lives for ever, therefore it 
waxeth not old, it is durable riches and 
righteouſneſs, it is that righteouſneſs which 
fin can never ſpot nor ſtain, In this righte- 
ouſneſs, let us wrap ourſelves, and ever 
more appear before the king of ſaints. Nor, 
let our manifold imperfections hinder us at 
any time, to appear before him with boldneſs 
in this righteouſneſs : for as much as our ac- 


ceptance with him, is as that of Chriſt him- 
ſelf, Let our boaſting be of this all the day 
long, and r all other righteouſneſs 


under our feet, let our joy, and rejoicing, be 
in the Lord as our righteouſneſs and ſtrength. 
—Let us learn with chearfulneſs, to yield 
more hearty and conſtant ſubmiſſion to this 
divine righteouſneſs. Never let us go about 
to oppoſe it, by endeavouring to eſtabliſh one 
of our own. But be content for the honour 
and exaltation of the righteouſneſs of God, 
to abide the crucifixion of the fleſh however 
painful, to the utter ruin and death of our 
own righteouſneſs ; until every thought 
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ſhall be brought in ſubjection to the obedi- 
ence of Chriſt : and, we never draw one 
moments ſatisfaction from the thought of any 
righteouſneſs, but that which Chriſt is made 
unto us in this covenant. With bis let us be 
ſatisfied, as our heavenly Father is ſatisfied 
with us therein. Never let us be looking 
forward in expectation of any other righte- 
ouſneſs, or to be found in any other form 
before God, than what we are found in, as 
we are in Chriſ our righteouſneſs. —Let this 
faith abide lively upon our hearts, leaſt 25s 
righteouſneſs becomes leſs valuable to us, for 
this will be the caſe where ſelf-ſufficiency, 
and ſelf-righteouſneſs creeps in: or where 
we are led, to think of any other way of 
coming to God than as thoſe vile ſinners, 
whoſe only and perpect righteouſneſs is their 
Lord and Saviour. —Let us learn daily, thro' 
the knowledge of ourſelves, and of this 
glorious righteouſneſs, to be more deeply 
delighted with it : whilſt our wonder, joy, 
and peace increaſing, we pour contempt on 
all other righteouſyeſs : and anathematize, 
and follow with a hue and cry, to the death 
of the croſs, every thought or ſuggeſtion, 
which would once propoſe in our mind, an 
expectation of, or ſearch after, any other 
righteouſneſs than our Lord; who is our 
covenant righteouſneſs. Let the ſuitableneſs 
of this righteouſneſs be. more ſenſibly upon 
our minds, from the deeper — we 
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| have of the neceſſity of it, as alſo from the 
inexplicable bleſſedneſs of our being found in 
it. O! let it with inconceivable 
and ſweetneſs, be ſuitable to us: as raiment 
to the naked, food to the nungry's drink to 
the thirſty. Yea heaven itſelf, to ſuch who 
were borderers on hell. Let us recommend 
this righteouſneſs to all poor ſinners: and 
that, not only with the calves of the lips ; 
but more effectually, by the work of it, 
which is peace: and by the ect it, 
which is quietneſs, and affurance for ever. 
Let that peace, calmneſs, and full aſſurance, 
which we have in our minds; of our accep- 
tance with God, teſtify toall, the divinity of 
this righteouſneſs : and prove matter of en- 
couragement to all miſerable ſinners, to fly 
hither for ſhelter ; where they alſo ſhall ſet 
to their ſeal that God is righteous in juſti- 
fying the ungodly. | 


And now, my brethren, as the neceſſity, 
pature, and benefit of this righteouſneſs, is 
revealed from faith to faith, let us be atten- 
tive to the voice and teaching of that Spirit, 
whoſe office it is to glorify Jeſus in the re- 
velation of this righteouſneſs: and this it 
does, through the deeper conviction, and 
certainty, it works on our hearts : of the 
enmity and perverſeneſs of the carnal mind, 
which is not ſubje& to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be. This will be always 

| | . 


( 22 ) 
to us a ſurs proof of the neceſſity of this 
righteouſneſs. This ſpiritalſo diſeovers the 
lamb of God, our glorious righteouſneſs ; in 


all his divine heights, depths, breadths and 


lengths, until we have that inexpreſſible ſa- 
— in him as our righteouſneſs, which 
is heaven itſelf. Our minds being thus 
ſtaid upon him, the peace of God which 
paſſeth all underſtanding, as a flowing river 
is extended towards us: whilſt the aflurance 
and reality of the religion of Jeſus, and of 
his being the Lord our righteouſneſs, is rooted 
and grounded upon our hearts with ſuch 
confidence, that all the powers 'of nature, 
fin and ſatan combined, ſhall ſtrive in vain 
to ſhake our ſtedfaſtneſs, or drag us down to 
miſery. Our joy ſhall be always alone in 
the Saviour, making mention of his righte- 
ouſneſs, and of his only. | Ft 


Thirdly. In this covenant we have holi- 
neſs. Righteouſneſs is Ry of guilt, 
and of every charge againſt us, through the 
attoning blood of Jeſus, which leaves us no 
more conſcience for fin : but gives us bold- 
neſs to enter the holieſt, and to lay claim to 
eternal life. Whilſtholineſs is that aptneſs, 
diſpoſition, or meetneſs, for the enjoyment of 
God in the purity and perfection of his na- 
ture, without which no man can ſee the 
Lord: nor could heaven be heaven, if this was 
wanting: Therefore, is CHriſt made of God, 
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unto us ſanctification. And as he is our co- 
venant we have a perfection of purity in 
him. We were indeed the veſſel which was 
marr'd between the potter's hands, but yet 
he thought meet not to caſt us away, but 
made us another veſſel: this was brought to 
light at Bethelem, where that holy thing 
born of the virgin, was called'the Son of 
God. It was there, our ſpoiled nature was 
born and created a- new. And all the curſe, 
and miſery of our birth, was deſtroyed in 
this holy nativity. Here, were we created 
a- new in Chriſt fas, that holy child, being 
the beginning of this new creation of God. 
It is here, that we are in him new creatures: 
old things being paſſed away, and all things 
become new. In him, are we made par- 
takers of the divine nature ; where each be- 
liever, as a part of his humanity, as a mem- 
ber of his body, partakes of that new created, 
pure and holy nature. Yea, in that huma- 
nity, are they filled with all the fulneſs of 
God: which dwells bodilyin him. There-. 
fore, have they in this holy nature of 518, 
the ſame meetneſs for the enjoyment of God 
and glory, which that man has who is riſen, 
aſcended, and ſeated on the throne of his 
glory. In him has the Lord given us what 
he promiſed, a new heart, and a neu ſpirit, 
having taken the ſtony from oyr heart, and 
— us a heart of fleſh ; even the holy, 
roken, pierced heart, of the crucified Jeſus 
at 
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That one pure heart of his ſhall ſuffice for all 
the thouſands of Iſrael : every member of his 
having a full poſſeſſion of it, as his 
own. Both Ge that gs yh ifieth, and they who 
are Janfy d. are one : 1 that 
once ſuffering nature of hic, which as ours, 
was p and purified from all our of- 
fences, and impurity, is now our perfection 
of holineſs: being made of unto us 
ſanctiſication. The holineſs, and purity of 
his human nature, and all its meetneſs, for 
union and communion with God, is the 
portion of the people. In which he hath 
made them meet, for an inheritance amongſt 
the __ in light. os ” holineſs is 
perfect, delighting in the Lord, and delight- 
ed in of Bim. This holineſs 2 — * 
puted, or reckoned of God to believers, as 
myſtical parts, or members of the farred 
humanity of Jeſus; but it is richly and 
comfortably ee by them through faith 
in the belief of f this goſpel: wherein they 
underſtand, and feel 8 memberſhip in the 
body of the Lord Ieſus: be in them, and 


they in bim, enjoying the perfection of holi- 
neſs; and that in ſuch ſort, as to bring di- 


vine ſatisfaction to their minds, concerni 
actual meetneſs, preparedneſs for God — 


glory: this is our true perfect mn 
ſanctification. 


There 


| 
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There is, what ſundry call ſanctification 
beſide : vig. a change in manners and. ſpi- 
rit, ſuppoſed to be always attendant on the 
belief of the truth. It is alſo propoſed, that 
this is continually inereaſing in proportion to 
faith, or the knowledge of Chriſ. We have 


indeed in n a very pleaſant 
picture exhibited; but threatned by the pro- 
phet with the day of the Lord, Iſaiah ii. 16. 


And that this is not our ſanctification is evi- 
dent from its imperfection: for notwithſtand- 
ing ſuch who preach for doctrines, the com- 
mandments and traditions of men, would im- 
poſe upon us, with a ſanctification in part: 
the divine law, which is evermore to be con- 
ſidered as the touchſtone and ſtandard of true 
holingſs ; will not by any means admit of it: 
but conſtantly declares the offender in one 
point, guilty of the 1phole, | ' 


As it appears, that ſanctification, and per- 
fection, are in the ſcripture terms ſynony- 
mous; and that man in himſelf is not per- 
fect, as knowing but in part, ſeeing but in 
part, not daring to ſay he hath no ſin in him, 
where there is the leaſt regard to truth: with 
ſafety and eaſe we conelude, that any par- 
tial change in man, however uſeful and ne- 
ceſſary in common life, cannot be his ſancti - 
fication; nor dare we give flattering titles to 
men nor things, by calling that pure, which 
the law, holy, juſt and good, will not ac- 
knowledge ſuch. | 


E * Again, | 


| hath in himſelf, tends only to lift him up in 
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Again, that this is not our ſanctification, 
is farther plain from the Apoſtle, who tells 
us, that Chriſ is made of God unto us, 
righteouſneſs and ſanctiſication; what God 
hath joined together, let no man put aſun- 
der. Chriſt is * preached, as ſtrictly in 
his own perſon, our holineſs, as he is our 
_ righteouſneſs ; as perfectly and as fully the 
one as the other; and as inſtantaneouſly re- 
ceived, and felt in all its fruits and effects. 
Again, the change in man cannot be his 
ſanctification, from the nature of true holi- 
neſs, which always tends to the annihilation 
of ſelf, and the alone exaltation of God our 
Saviour, emptying the creature of all his 
own wiſdom, righteouſneſs, goodneſs, and 
purity, that Feſus might be his wholgſ$avi- 
our. And this is only produced through the 
knowledge of Jeſus, and our belief and truſt 
in him, as our only and perfect holineſs, 
But that holineſs which a man ſuppoſes he 


the pride and arrogance of his own mind ; 
and being ignorant of the nature of true ho- 
lineſs, he exalts in a phariſaic impudence be- 
fore God ; leading bis own purity he takes 
part with Satan, and turns the accuſer of 
the brethren, as though all were vile and 
impure beſide himſelf. This holineſs at beſt 
is but a picking, whiſpering, uncharitable, 
back-biting, evil-ſpeaking, envying, malici- 
ous holineſs. Hence is it we 2 many who 
are adyocates for this holineſs, hating their 
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fellow - creatures with a perfect hatred, and 
that becauſe they think them not as good 
and virtuous as themſelves. Others will 
contend from this principle, with ſuch ear- 
neſtneſs for holineſs, that they run themſelves 
into all manner of ungodly tempers, until 
they are filled with all the fruits of unrighte- 
ouſneſs. Others are ſo immerged in it, that 
they think it' not enough to withdraw their 
company, ſo as to have no dealings or cor- 
reſpondence with the unholy' people, but 
they uſe all diligence in back-biting, evil- 
ſpeaking, cenſuring, and condemning the 
inners ; raiſing them as many enemies as 
may be, daily ſeeking their ruin, rejoicing 
in their miſery, and would, if poſſible, not 
only rob them of their life and being here, 
but alſo ſentence them to eternal death. Theſe 
are the fruits of man's holineſs. Now I can 
be ſooner perſuaded that I have not a being, 
than that this miſchievous ſpirit can be the 
ſprit of God's holineſs, ſince I ſee it bear ſuch 
accurſed fruit. For us once to entertain a 
thought of our being holy in ourſelves, is an 
abomination before God, and a ſhrewd ſign 
that we are not yet waſhed from our filthi- 
neſs. When we once begin to pleaſe our- 
ſelves with the thought of our being better than 
we have been, or better than our neighbour, or 
iraw the leaſt comfort or ſatisfaRion from 
any holineſs we think we have in ourſelves, 
e diſcover our enmity againſt God, and are 
blinded with the pride of our nature, Pride 
05 and 
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and ſumption being the only eyes by 
which a man thinks he can ſee at any time 
any holineſs out of Chrift. For, if the moſt 
upright among the ſons of men were to be 
carefully weighed in the balance of the ſanc- 
tuary the ſpiritual mind would diſcern, not 
only imperfection attending ſome particulars 
of their life, but the whole of it. Every 
thought, and word, and work unholy. I 
think te eres of = man whilſt here, to do, 
or /uffer any thing for God ſen/bly, without 
41 80 Nite Je iu i which is 
_ enmity againſt God. He cannot ſpeak a word 
for him boldlyand affectionately, but he muſt 
feel this tickling evil of pride if he knows 
himſelf. Nor has he in ſecret one pious 
thought rifing in his boſom, if noticeable to 
him, but what he has this ſecret pride and 
vanity attending it. I am ſenfible this will 
not be. very acceptable to many, becauſe it is 
taking away their Gods, and then what have 
they more? Beſides, that which I call pride 
and vanity attending doing, or fuffering for 
God, is rather eſteemed of by many as that 
only divine comfort and ſatisfaction which is 
found in religion : the removal of which 
would leave them in a miſerable ſituation : 
However, as I ſpeak not to pleaſe men 1 ſhall 
not be diſcouraged. If any one ſhould an- 
ſwer that the holine of man appears, in the 
igbt that he has of this pride and 1 of 
his nature, and in the hatred that he to 
R N it: 
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it: I would only aſk ſuch if they do not find 
pride riſe again from the ſight and hatred of 


their former pride? And from the ſight of 
this riſing 


they may find it riſing again, 
and ſo on to infiniteneſs ; where every diſco- 
very of the nature and evil thereof ſerves to 
exalt it and raiſe it higher; it ſtrengthens it- 
ſelf from every meaſure of hatred we feel in 
our hearts to it, ſtill gaining a ſurer founda- 
tion. And thus it works, until he that feels 
this, 1s as ſure as he is of his own exiſtence, 
that there is no holineſs in man, and cries out 


with the 2 tbe heart it deſperately 
wicked and deceitful” above all things; 1 


can know it; This is a doctrine of miſery to 
the children of ſelf-righteouſneſs ; but not 
ſo to ſuch who can deny themſelves, and 


make choice-of Jeſus as the better part, the 


one thing needful : they haſtily retire from 
themſelves to God our Saviour, as their per- | 


fection of righteouſneſs and holineſs, being 


deeply ſenſible that they are ſaved by grace, 
and that what man has in himſelf is not his 
fanctification, but only as he hath Chriſi re- 
vealed in him, the hope of glory: and to 
ſuch it appears, that Chr; only is their ho- 
lineſs, as their nature is pure and ſpotleſs in 
him. I am poſitive, that whilſt a believer 
lives in the faith of this goſpel, continuing to 
believe in Chr:f, as his ion of holineſs, 
he will find the end of ſanctification, or true 
holineſs anſwered in his ſpirit, through that 
Dun | | | peace 
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peace, ſatisfaction, actual readineſs, and ſen- 
ſible meetneſs for the enjoyment of God in 
glory. Nor can his froward fleſh hinder 
this by all its obſtinacy, pride, and enmity. 
His meetneſs for glory and happineſs is not 
founded upon any conformity which is ſup- 
poſed to be in the fleſh, to the law and pu- 
rity of God ; but it is founded alone upon 
that conformity to it which he feels, as he 
has his ſpiritual being and exiſtence in the 
holy glorified humanity of his God and Sa- 
viour: which being or exiſtence is without 
2 towards God, it having been deſtroy- 
ed in his body on the croſs. And whilſt he 
lives in the faith and underſtanding of his 
memberſhip in that body, he ſhall without 
interruption feelingly poſſeſs the grace and 
glory of which I now ſpeak.—Whilſt we 
abide in this faith it is true, there is a gra- 
dualconqueſtof nature in its oppoſing powers, 
which are exerciſed in the tempers and paſ- 
ſions of the mind; there is a caſting down 
of every high thought and imagination, and 
a bringing of it into ſubjection to the obe- 
dience of Chriſt. This is that following of 
Fefus, under his influence, as our fountain 
of holineſs, which he recommends when he 
fays. take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; 
ur ine ths foirtt 25 behaviour 05 the 
chriſtian man becomes more like unto his 
Lord, in meekneſs, lowlineſs, love, joy, hu- 
mility, ſelf-denial, and heavenly — 
An 
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And if any would aſk, why might not 
this be called our holineſs or ſanctification? 
To this I anſwer, that if we take it to be 
what it is nat, it will immediately ceaſe to 
be what it zs. At preſent we conſider it as 
the effects of righteouſneſs, where we believe 
725 to be our whole ſalvation, and live in 
im as ſuch. But when we once would 
look upon this fruit or change as any part 
of righteouſneſs, and would ſet it 4 in Chrift's 
place, or endeavour to ſatisfy ourſelves in it, as 
our holineſs or ſanctification, it becomes our 
ſhame, our own righteouſneſs, our filthy rags 
and menſtruous cloth. Beſides, true holi- 
neſs conſiſts in a conſtant privation of itſelf, 
as it refers to any knowledge or conception 
which man has of it, as being in himſelf. 
It cannot be imagined, that our Lord calls 
upon us to r a lie, when he would have 
us after we have done all, to acknowledge 
ourſelves unprofitable ſervants; if this was 
not truth the leſſon which the apoſtle teaches 
us would be impracticable in reality, where 
he exhorts = man to eſteem of others as 
better than himſelf. Again, theſe fruits can- 
not be our ſanctification, becauſe they in- 
creaſe not to perfection; and this it does not, 
becauſe the increaſe of it depends upon the 
life and conſtancy of that faith by which we 
as ſinners reſt in CHriſt for ſalvation, and as 
our perfect holineſs. Therefore it neither 
increaſes, nor remains to be what it is in its 
| evangelick 
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evangelick nature, any longer than we thus 
believe. Not only the ſight, but the expec- 
tation of perfection in ourſelves, cannot but 
admit of ſuch conceptions, which leads us 
from that true poverty of ſpirit wherein the 
fruits of holineſs conſiſt, into thoſe thoughts 
which are highly affronting and derogatory 
to the honour of God's wiſdom, love, and 
purity, which has produced that great and 
complete ſalvation in Chriſt, wherein he only 
is well ed, and evermore delights in us. 
If we had perfection in ourſelves from the 
fruits of faith, the effect would deſtroy the 
cauſe; the cauſe of this change or fruit is 
allowed to be that faith and truſt, which we: 
as ſinners in ourſelves have in Chrift Feſus ; 
but if we had perfection in ourſelves, we 
ſhould have this faith no longer; and there- 
fore the cauſe being deſtroyed, the effect 
muſt of neceſſity ceaſe, and is no longer 
produced. Therefore to expect perfection 
in ourſelves is to turn from that we have in 
Jeſus, or to withdraw that ſatisfaction we 
have therein; ſo that by looking to this for 
perfection we turn it into ſin and folly. Let 
us therefore learn to be content with, and: 
fully fatisfied in that perfection of holineſs 
which we have in Chriſt our covenant; let 
our glorying be alone in that. Let us not 
endure the temptation to turn from a cer- 
tainty to an uncertainty; yea, rather from 
a certain truth to a certain falſnood. Andi 
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out of a fooliſh complaiſance to what is called 
orthodoxy, to call that holineſs which God 
and our own conſciences tell us is unholineſs, 
yea, enmity againſt the Lord. But let us 
honeſtly bear witneſs, that there is none good 
but God; and that all the imaginations of 
man's heart are evil continually, and that 
Chrift only is pur holineſs. And this let us 
do by a conſtant renouncing of all our own 
good, neither ſeeking nor expecting any thing 
in ourſelves, whereof we might boaſt before 
God or man ; but faithfully abiding in our 
Saviour, as our alone purity and perfection; 
depending, truſting, and believing in him 
with all our hearts ; and there ſhall we feel 
a conſtant readineſs and meetneſs for glory 
and immortality, and ſhall want no other 
PRE than what we have in him, and 

y us poſſeſſed in him through believing. Our 
peace, love, joy, fellowſhip, and commy- 
nion with: God ſhall then abide ; nor ſhall 
the manifold corruptions, with which we 
are beſet in the fleſh, hinder us to wait with 
delight for the coming of the great God, and 
our Saviour Feſus Chriſt. Te 


Fourthly, In this covenant we have peace 
and reconciliation. In me you have peace, 
ſaith the Saviour : he 7s our peace, ſaith the 
22 : out of him all mankind comes un- 

er the denomination of wicked men: be- 
cauſo all have ſinned, and have come ſhort 4 
| F the 
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the glory of God. Nor is there any peace un- 
to the wicked, ſaith my God. Therefore was 
it that he bare the chaſtiſement of our peace, 
and by his ſtripes our breach of peace was 
healed, inſomuch that Te/us is our peace, 
nor have we any beſide him : and that not 
only as he has purchaſed, or procured peace 
for us, nor only as the goſpel of his blood is 
to us the tydings of peace, but as he is in 
himſelf he is our peace, as having two na- 
tures in one perſon, being always Emmanuel, 
or God with us. When we look to Chr: 
on this account, we inherit and feel that 
ace to be our own, which he Himſelf hath, 


with no other difference, than that he is the 


prince, and we are the ſubje&s thereof. All 
that fulneſs of peace, which always ſubſiſts 
and abounds in his perſon as God-man, is 
ours; for it is in that union our nature is in 
peace with God; and according to the mea- 
ſtare of our faith and underſtanding, is our 
ſenſible poſſeſſion of this matter. This is 
that peace on earth, and good-will towards 
men, which was mentioned in the angel's 
ſong on themorning of the redeemer's birth, 
God and man, heaven and earth, have made 
peace in his perſon, and this _ remaineth 
without interruption, To have one's heart 
abiding here, is to have peace extended to 
one as a river; he has promiſed to keep that 
mind in perfect peace, which is ſtaid upon 
him. This peace in the fountain as our co- 

venant, 
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yenant, can never fail; a true believer's 

ſprings not from any matter of neſs, 
which he hath done or thought of ne 
from any _ or quality, which he feels 
as wrought in him; but it ariſeth alone from 
that harmony in righteouſneſs and true Holi- 
neſs, which he perceives between God and 
man in the perſon of Chriſt; of whoſe body 
he being a member, or part, is therein put 
in poſſeſſion of all that fulneſs of e which 
the human nature of Jeſus poſſeſſeth as in 
perpetual union with God. Thus have we 
everlaſting and perpetual peace in our glori- 
ous covenant. Now this peace is in reality 
feelingly, and with unſpeakable joy in our 
hearts, whilſt we live in the faith of Chri/'s 


ſts being our peace ; but when we depart from 
is this faith, and begin to ſeek peace elſewhere, 
in as in our repentance, hatred to fin, holy con- 
da- yerſation, and the like; we err from the 


ur Lord, as thoſe who have not known the way 
is of peace, and either bring ourſelves into mi- 
rds fery and deſperation, as thoſe to whom there 
21's is no peace, or elſe, which is as bad, or 
th. worſe, we reſt in a falſe peace, and glory 
ade before God in own ſhame. 


Let us therefore be fixed upon God our 
Saviour for everlaſting peace. Let us care- 
fully avoid, treat with diſdain, and pour con- 
—_ upon all the offers of peace, which are 
made unto us by the fleſh, upon what con- 

F 2 dition 


1 

dition ſoever, what it be for repentance, 
for hatred to ſin, for love to God, or for ho- 
lineſs of life. Let all ſuch offers of peace 
be ſlighted by us, trampled under foot, and 
eternally rejected; and let it be our ſole con- 
tentment, ſatisfaction, and exceeding great 
joy, that Chri/t alone, as he is in himſelf, is 
in our peace. Let us at all times with chear- 
fulneſs, readineſs, and infinite pleaſure, ac- 
cept of that peace, which his wounds, blood, 
and facrifice, tenders unto us, as having 
deſtroyed the enmity which once ſubſiſted. 
and now makes over to us, as our own, 
that unſpeakable peace, which that once cru- 
cified, but now exalted man; has, as ſeat- 
ed on the right hand of the majeſty on high, 
and ſatisficd with the travel of his ſoul. 
This is that covenant of peace, which ſhall 
not be removed, faith the Lord. 


If, at any time, through the darkneſs and 
blindneſs of our mind, the malice or cun- 
ning of the enemy, we loſe ſight of this 
covenant of peace, after we have believed ; 
and are therefore involved in fin and fear, let 
us not think it cnough that we are broken 
hearted far our paſt tranſgreſſions, that we 
weep and mourn for our offences, and re- 
ſolve not to ert from his paths for the future; 
[ fay, ol us not from the conſideration and 
{cate of this diſpoſition, e to our 
ſouls, and be * for this is dangerous 

alſe 
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falſe, and deceitful; and ſpeaking peace 
where there is no peace. Rather than ac- 
cept of peace apo theſe terms, let us chuſe 
ſorrow, and refuſe to be comforted, until we 
return as at the firſt to the joy of his ſalva- 
tion: to view the ſaviour, as our perfect 

ace, in whom God and man are in per- 
fect amity, the counſel of peace being between 
them both. In this view let us conſtantly 
abide ; that the peace of God, which paſſet 
all underſtanding, may keep our hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God 


our Saviour. 


God was in Chriſt (our covenant) reconcil- 
ing the world to himſelf: not imputing their 
treſpaſſes unto them. The offended, and 
offending natures are here brought together 
in one Lord Jeſus Chriſt : where they are 
reconciled, yea married to each other, in the 
unity of one perſon : which union is durable 
as the days of eternity. And this is our 
glory, as it ſecures our peace and reconcili- 
ation. To know this for ourſelves with cer- 
w_ is to believe God : and no longer to 
go about to make him a liar: yea, indeed 
it is to be reconciled to him, and that in all 
the perfections of his nature; ſo as not to be 
affrighted at the diſcovery of any one of his 
per fections, but to rejoice in the infiniteneſs, 
eternity, and fullneſs of God. In this faith- 
ful view, we are reconciled to all his dealings 


with 
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with us: being perſuaded that God is love, and 
in him there is no fury at all. It is here our 
Maker is tur hufband, the Lord of hyfls is 
bis name. Here it is that he has betrothed us 
unto himſelf forever : yea, he has betrothed 
us in rigbreonſneſi, and in judgment, and in 
loving kindneſs, and mercies, and in farthful- 
eſs, * therefore we know the Lord. He 
hath reconciled us, in the body of his 1 
through death ; in that body we are brought 

near to God; and whilſt we abide in 

the living faith andexperience, of our mem- 
berſhip in this body, we be ſhall feel the heights 
and depths of this reconciliation in our 
— through much inward peace, and 
love of God, much nearneſs to him, and 
familiarity with him. We ſhall not then 
ſay, who ſhall go to heaven to bring him 
down, or to the deep to fetch him up, for, 
by the blood of this covenant in Chrift 
Feſus, we are made nigh to God, the ſu- 
reme fountain of all love and bleſſedneſs. 

n this covenant God is familiar with us; 

nor ſtandeth he at any time, afar off from 
us. He is familiar with us as a father, 
huſband, and friend: he opens, and diſcloſes 
his ſecrets to us, nor does he ever wear a 
frown upon his face towards us, let us there- 
fore beware of entertdining any thought of 
him, as a dreadful, or terrible Being: for 
this is to live and think of him, in the car- 
nal mind: which is enmity againſt him. Let 
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1 
us be watchful againſt every ſound that re- 
preſents him as an enemy to mankind: or, 
that with ſeeming ſolemnity and frightſul 
devotion, goes about to hedge him round 
with the inconceivable terrors of his majeſty: 
ſo that the children of men dare not draw 
near, but ſmitten with horror and amaze- 
ment, they endeavour to fly from the face of 
the Lord. Theſe thunders, and terrible ap- 
pearances of God, are reſerved for the tor- 
ment of devils, and is the portion of ſuch 
unhappy ſpirits, who refuſed to kiſs the 
ſon. But when our God appears for the de- 
liverance of Jacob, and to fave ſinners from 
the wrath to come, he covers himſelf with 
a veil of fleſh, and appears in faſhion as a 
man, not to affright us, but to baniſh our 
fears, and to cure all our woes: where he 
ſays, Be not afraid, it is I; racks and tor- 
tures, theſe inſtruments of cruelty may ex- 
tort confeſſions, as they put the miſerable 
object to moſt exquiſite pain, but they ne- 
ver were — to convey the er of 
love; nor is it expected they thould ever in- 
fluence the mind with that divine and ſofter 
paſſion. Nor can the threats of damnation, 
the terrors of hell, and an angry God repre- 
ſented to the ſenſes; ever be of any ule to 
bring ſouls to the knowledge and love of Jeſus, 
nor is God manifeſted thereby as a of 
loye ; ſo that none are converted thereby to 
the religion of Chr;/f, Let our ears be ſhut. 
| therefore 
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therefore to all theſe ſounds, and only open 
to the voice of that blood, which ſpeaketh 
better things than the blood of Abel. Under 
this ſacred ſound, let us always approach our 
God, believing in him as reconciled in this 
covenant, nor ever think any otherwiſe of 
him. It is in this covenant we cry unto him, 
my father, my God, the rock of my ſalvation : 
and he anſwers us, rat he has fea us with 
an everlaſting love: and that he will not re- 
move the covenant of his peace frem us. Here 
has he gathered us with everlaſting kind- 
neſs, and hath ſolemnly and peacefully ſworn 
that he will not be angry with us, nor rebuke us 

or ever. In this let us evermore rejoice and 
abide with ſatisfaction, then ſhall we be 
ſaved from every devouring care and all diſ- 
quietude of mind, and ſhall be without mur- 
muring under every diſpenſation of his grace, 
and providence, however the deſires and 
inclination of the fleſh might be croſſed and 
diſappointed thereby. And, though his ways 
are in the great deep, and as the heavens are 
above the earth, ſo are his thoughts above 
ours, yet ſhall our joy and rejoicing be in his 
will. And ceaſing from all anxiety of mind, 
we ſhall conſtantly know and feel, that a/l- 
things work together for the good of them that 
love God, and are the called, according to his 
purpoſe; this is that true peace and reconcili- 
ation which we have in CHriſt Jeſus our holy 
covenant, _ 


Fifthly, 
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Fifthly, We have in this covenant ſtrength 
and victory ; ſtrength for the war, and vic- 
tory over the enemy. Our ſtate here is com- 
pared to a warfare, from the trials we are 
expoſed to, and the manifold enemies we 
have to encounter with ; and how unable 
we are to maintain ſuch a ſtate, and to per- 
ſevere therein, appears from the word of the 
Lord, which ſpeaks of us as without ſtrength; 
yea, our Saviour has declared, that without 
him we can do nothing. Our trials are nume- 
rous, I know of none that human nature is 
ſubject to, that a chriſtian can be ſaid to be 
exempted from ; but with a difference truly, 
ſince all things work together for good, to them 
that love God. The enemies of our falva- 
tion are indeed powerful, politick, vigilant, 
implacable; the fulneſs of this conſideration 
laid in the ſcale againſt our weakneſs, ſo 
abundantly — the hope of man from 
himſelf, that it is not without ſurpriſe and 
wonder, we ſee one child of man perſevere 
to the end in the way of the Lord; yea, we 
ſhould look upon it as an utter impoſſibility, 
had we no other wiſdom for our guide than 
our own, or no other arm for our defence ; 
but in the Lord have we righteouſneſs and. 


firength. Unto him ſhall men come, and all 


that are incenſed againſt him ſhall be aſbamed. 
This affords us infinite matter of ſupport un- 
der all our trials, that the captain of our ſal- 


vation was made perfect through ſufferings ; 
G pertect 
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perfect in that power, which as our kinſ- 
man, and Saviour, is given into his hand; 
this he has received as a reward of his tor- 
menting, bloody ſufferings, and ſhameful 
death. He has alſo received it on our be- 
Half, always to be employed for our protec- 
tion and ſafety. He was made perfect alſo 
in the deep experience of all human miſe- 
ries; not a trial awaits ue, nor enemy for us 
to encounter with, but what he hath met with 
already, and conquered through his unknown 
forrows. He is alſo perfect in ſimpathy, and 
fellow- feeling with us under all our infirmi- 
ties, ſo that he is able to ſave to the utter- 
moſt, and alfo to have compaſſion on the 
ignorant, and on them that are out of the 
way. Such an high prieft becomes us, He, 
by bearing all our ſickneſſes, fin, and ſorrow, 
hath ſanctified the whole ſtate of trial to us; 
ſo that we cannot now tread in any afflictive 
path, but we behold the footſteps of God 
our Saviour before us; this keeps us fearleſs, 
and ſupports us in the loneſome tract; and 
by degrees learns us in whatever ſtate we are 
therein to be content : this is our fortitude 
and paſſive ſtrength in the time of trial. When 
the enemy comes in like a flood, the ſbirit of 
the Lord iff s up @ flandard againſt him. This. 
man ſhall be the peace when the Aſſyrian comes 
into 6 land. Tha power and ſtrength 
which we employ againſt the oppreſſor, that 
he might not make inroads upon our peace, 
or 
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or lay waſte the heritage of the Lord, is the 
ſtrength and omnipotence of Jeſus of Na- 
zareth ; this he hath taught us where he 
hath told us, that a// power in heaven and 
earth is given into his hand; this ſtrength is 
given to every one of us in him, but chiefly 
entruſted in his hand, as one to whom it 1s 
more natural to care for us, then it was for 
him to live : and being choſen to he the cap- 
tain of our ſalvation, he hath ſtrength, coun- 
cil and {kill for the war. All the fulneſs of 
the Godhead dwells bodily in the man Jeſus, 
and is the portion and poſſeſſion of his human 
nature; in which nature of his we being 
made ſons, are heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Chriſt, in whom all that is called God, 
and that is to be worſhipped, is our ſtrength 
and ſupport ; hence it is we can do all things 
through Chriſt ſtrengtbening us. In him, 
as our covenant, have we ſtrength for the 
war. | 


Take hold of my flrength, ſaith the Lora, 
and be at peace with me, Let us not diſho- 
nour our God and Saviour, and that by our 
groundleſs fears, or blaſphemous ſuggeſtions, 
as though ſin and Satan had more ſtrength . 
and power to deſtroy us, than our Lord hath 
to heal and deliver us. Nor let us think 
that Satan is more watchful for our ruin than 
our God is for our welfare; or, that Satan 
hath more policy and wiſdom to enſnare us, 
than what our Saviour has to prevent our 
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miſery. Let us not be afraid of our ene- 
mies, whilſt our God is ſtronger than they, 
Let us always oppoſe his ſtrength to theirs, 
then ſhall we know the eternal God to be 
our refuge, and his everlaſting arm our de- 
fence, | 


His ſtrength is perfected in our weakneſs, 
when we ceaſe to hs any expectations from 
our own power or ſtrength againſt the face 
of the enemy, but wholly rely upon Chry/t 
our ſtrength, and by the ſpirit of faith em- 
ploy him as ſuch, then will it appear, that 

e is the ſtone cut out of the mountain with- 
out hands, which ſmites the image of ſelf- 
ſufficiency, until there is no place found for 
it, whilſt this ſtone becomes a great moun- 
tain, and fills all the earth, then are we 
ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might. The ſtrength which preſerves us 
ſons of God, is that which maintains the ſon- 
ſhip of Jeſus; and this is the everlaſting 
ſtrength of the Lord Fehovah; in this we 
are impregnable, and look with defiance and 
contempt upon all the enemies of our ſalva- 
tion and peace, and have our glorying only 
in the Lord our God. All this fulneſs of 
ſtrength, which is in Chri/t our covenant, is 
to be poſſeſſed and made uſe of by us, 
and to be turned in every time of need againſt 
the face of the adverſary. And this we do 
when we abide in the faith of our relation to 
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him, as one fleſh and ſpirit with him, then 
we find that every lifted hand and moving 
tongue which is againſt us is againſt him, 
and that we are unconquerable whilſt he is 
ſo, We uſe his ſtrength when we ceaſe from 
ourſelves, and have not the leaſt dependance 
or expectation, in any ſtrength or reſolution 
of our own, to overcome the leaſt, or moſt 
deſpiſed of our enemies ; but when our heart 
== eye is fixed, with all confidence, im- 
moveably, and with full certainty upon God 
our Saviour as our ſtrength, we go forth 
conquering and to conquer. This 1s our 2 
tience and fortitude in the hour of adverſity, 
and a ſelf-denying mind in the day of proſ- 


perity. 


In this covenant, victory has declared for 
us againſt all our adverſaries; yea, we are 
more than conquerors, for our enemies are 
made to ſerve us. The world, the fleſh, and 
the devil, our three potent enemies, are de- 
ſtroyed in this covenant, as our Saviour aſ- 
ſures us, when he bids us be of good cheer, 
becauſe he hath overcome the world; alſo that 
he hath crucified the fleſh, when for fin, be con- 
demned fin in the fleſh; and that he alſo hath 
deſtroyed him that had the power of death, even 
the deoit ; over all thoſe principalities and 
powers our God and Saviour openly triumph- 
ed, and we in him. His victories and triumphs 
are all our own; therefore is it that aur war- 
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fare is accompliſhed, that our iniquity is par- 
doned. He hath not only conquered for him- 
ſelf, to get him an everlaſting name, but he 
has conquered in our feeble Feth, and in our 
name ; Fa that all his victories are truly our 
own; all the ſpoil and benefit thereof is 
ours, It is his will that his dominion and 
er ſhould be our victory, ſtrength, and 
„yea our heaven; therefore was it that 
he ſaid, I will that they may be with me where 
Jam, that they may bebold my glory. Glory 
be to thee, O Lord. Our God and Saviour 
would have us be glad and rejoice in his vic- 
tories as our on; therefore has he conſign- 
ed them over to us, as the lawful matter of 
our triumph and comfort: where he ſays, 
be of good cheer, I have overcome the world. 
And here it is, ſand here only, that we over- 
come and inherit all things, This is the vic- 
tory that oyercometh the world, even your 
faith; that faith which perſuades us that our 
Lord hath gotten himſelf the victory; that 
faith which informs us of the manner of this 
victory's being obtained in our name and na- 
ture; that faith which appropriates this vic- 
tory, and lays claim to it, to all the benefit 
and joys of it as our own; that faith which 
rejoices and triumphs in it, and ſatisfies the 
ſoul in it, under all its tribulations ; this is 
the victory by which we overcome the world; 
a greater victory than ever Alexander or Cæ ſar 
won; and yet it hath not coſt us in our own 
| identical 
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identical perſons one blow, nor one moment's 
ſtudy ; but the coſt was all our Saviour's, 
who trod the wine 8% eſs alone, and conquered 
by his blood and 
overcome through this mo of our teſti- 
mony. | 


Thus have we ſtrength and victo 
Chriſt our covenant. In the faith of this let 
us abide; then ſhall we come to the ſpirits 


of juſt men made perfect, whoſe life is a 


life of triumph. Here indeed ſhall we tri- 


umph over the world, fin, death, and the 
devil, and rejoice with exceeding great joy; 


here ſhall our j oy be full. And if ever we 
are caught in t 

becauſe we abide not in this faith where we 
are always victorious ; nor are theſe entangle- 
ments without the eſpecial permiſſion of the 
holy one, that we may know our own weak- 
neſs, and not attempt by any power of our 
own to gain that victory, which is already 


won by Chriſt our covenant, in whom we 
are delivered from the hands of our enemies, 


and from all that hate us, that we might ſerve 


him without fear, in holineſs and ri ghteouſ- 
neſs all the days of our life. Glory be to 


thee, O Lord. 


Sixthly, In this covenant we have eternal 
reſt. Victory leads us to reſt, and this we 
have in Jeſus Chrift our Lord. That 2 

ent 


ath, by which blood we 


e toils of ſin and Satan, it is 
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ſent ſtate of things in which men live after 
ſenſe and reaſon is not their reſt, it is pollu- 
ted. But yet there remaineth a reſt for the 


children of God. Mankind are deſcribed by 


nature, as working, toiling. Jabouring, and 


like Iſachar couching between two burdens, 
by which the reſtleſs and unſettled ſtate of the 
mind is plainly pointed out. The unbeliev- 
ing ſtate is as devoid of reſt, as the Egyptian 
bondage was to the children of Mael, whoſe 
increaſing ſlavery kept them ſtrangers to reſt. 
Therefore is it to him that worketh not, but 
believeth on him that juſtifies the ungodly, that 
our God giveth reſt, even all that fulneſs of 
reſt which is in Chriſt our covenant. And 
this is the reſt that Fe/us himſelf is entered 
into, by virtue of that one ſacrifice of his 
own body, blood, and ſoul, through the 
eternal Spirit unto God, as a lamb without 


ſpot or blemiſh. The compleatneſs and ful- 


neſs of this one ſacrifice, hath adminiſtered 
an abundant entrance for him, and we in 
him into eternal reſt. This reſt is ſecured to 
us in the perfection of that ſacrifice, and in 
that infinite pleaſure and ſatisfaction that 
| God has therein. It is in this ſacrifice that 
God reſts in his love towards us, and it is 


in this we reſt alſo in our confidence towards. 


him. In the ſufficiency of this ſacrifice we 
have perpetual reft, becauſe this man, after 
he had offered one ſacrifice for ſin, for ever 
fat down on the right hand of God. And 

as 
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as he laid the foundation of his reſt in ſuffer-- 
ing, blood-ſhedding, and death; ſo now is. 
he entered upon it in all its glory, and that 
for eternity. With him are we entered into 
reſt, as we are ren with. him, and ſeated. 
with him in heavenly places in Chrift Feſus 
and thus have we entered with him as that 
ſpiritual ſeed, who had their being and exiſ- 
tence in him as his myſtical body; the com- 
pleatneſs and ſalvation of which depended 
upon the perfection and ſalvation of that real 
body of his fleſh. This body of his fleſn pre- 
ſerved without a broken bone, infallibly pre- 
ſerves the myſtical body in its own perfection, 
without the loſs or ruin of one member 
thereof, The body of his fleſh raiſed and 
ſaved from fin and death; from all farther. 
ſuffering, fatigue, and toil, and now ſeated. 
where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and 
where the weary are at reſt, has perfected 
the myſtical body in the ſame bleſſedneſs. 
The one being always contained in the other, . 
without any poſſibility of a ſeparation. This 
body conſiſts of many members, yea the ful- 
neſs of it is the church, conſiſting of the 
many thouſands of Jrael, waſhed | in the 
blood of the lamb. This body, as thus exiſt- 
ing in him, entered in with him, to all that 
fulneſs of reſt, and glory, which he is entered 
into and abides with him, and in him there 
for ever. Thus have we reſt in the cove- 
pant, his reſt being truly ours; but though 

2 this 


. 
this grace was given us in Chrift Jeſus, 
and this glofious reſt reſerved for us in 
him, yet having our fooliſh minds darkened 
through unbelief and vanity, and being 
ſtrangers to the grace given us in Chrift, we 
are by nature a miſerable people in ourſelves, 
and like the dove can find no reſt for the 
ſole of our foot. However, our ignorance 
ſhall not fruſtrate the grace of God, nor hin- 
der us to enjoy this reſt which we have in 
Chriſ} our covenant. And therefore when 
the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from heaven, re- 
ceives of the things of Chriſt, and ſhews 
them to us, taking of the eye-ſalve of his 
blood and merits, and anointing our eyes 
that we might ſee his glory, then we per- 
ceive that we are already-entered into that 
reſt in our Saviour, which we had ſo long 
ſought in vain. We then immediately be- 
gin to take poſſeſſion of it in our hearts; 
and through believing to enter more fully 
into the glory of it. This is to know, and 
poſſeſs for onrſe/ver according to our mea- 
ſure, that perfect reſt which we have in Je- 
ſus, as members of his body, and as hav- 
ing our ſpiritual being in him. And as our 
falnefs of underſtanding and light into this 
matter is, and according to that meaſure of 
influetice it has upon our hearts, ſo is that 
_ #furance, quietneſs and reſt, which we 
actually have in our own ſouls. This is to 
have reſt in the covenant. eee 1 
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He that is entered into reſt hath. ceaſed from 
his own works, as God alſo ceaſed from ts. 
This is that true ſabbath of reſt, into which 
the Jews could not enter, becauſe of unbelief, 


God reſted not until he had finiſhed the 
works of his creation, and pronounced them 
very good. Neither doth the believer reſt, 
until he ſee the ſecond creation finiſhed as 
the firſt, -and alſo pronounced very good. 
And this creation he perceives is finiſhed in 
Chriſt, where we are created a- new; and 
immediately upon fight of this we enter into 
a new ſtate; and poſſeſs a new heaven, and 3 
new earth, where we have a perpetual ſab+ 
bath. When God reſted on the ſeventh day, 
it was from all his works, and in this cove- 
nant reſt, the believer ceaſes from all his 
works. He had been long before now ſtriv+ 
ing poffibly to be a creator, and would not 
hear of reſt, until he had created ſome good 
habits, frames, or qualities in himſelf, — 
whence he might reaſonably expect reſt, and 
for a ſeaſon tormented himſelf in vain, to 
makes ropes of ſand. And here he had re- 
mained, had not the day-ſpripg from on 
high viſited him, and led him to the true 
reſt. There all his aſpirings drop down to 
the duſt, his ſabbath begins, and his toil it 
over, and ceafing from all his own works, 
he reſts for ever in the new creation of God. 


E Their 


K — < IIS MG — OG Os I EO = I EOS EO 


(52) 

Their IE be glorious, faith the 
Lord. He that enters this reſt, ceaſeth 
from all his cares: the finiſhed ſalvation is 
before his face for ever. He hath done 
plotting, contriving, and laying ſchemes to 
obtain happineſs, or to ſecure what he has 
obtained: Such is the compleatneſs and 
ſufficiency of that one ſacrifice of the Lord 
Jeſus, that it has at once obtained and ſe- 
cured his ſalvation. This delivers him from 
all fear, the bond-woman's tormenting ſon 
is caſt out, ſo as not to be heir with the ſon 
of the free-woman. This reſt is a divine 
ſatis faction in the mind, as fully ſatisfied 
and contented with that redemption, which 
is in the blood of Jeſus, even the forgive- 
neſs of ſins. Nor are we any longer trou- 
bled, and careful about many things, but are 
content with our Saviour, as the one thing 
needful, the better part, which ſhall not be 
taken away from us: and ſo ſure are we of 
his ſufficiency, that we reſt from all deſire 
after any other matter to make us happy. 
And if at any time, through the legality and 
over buſyneſs of our corrupt heart, our mind 
ſhould be darkned, and we get into fearing, 
toiling, and caring again, let us remember 
from whence we are fallen, and cry out be- 
fore our Saviour, return to thy reſt, O my 
ſoul. Let us alſo be careful to avoid the taſk- 
maſters, ſince we are ſlaves no longer; and 
alſo to let our old tutors and governors _ 
tnat 
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that the Father's appointed time is come, 
when we ſhould no longer be under their 
rule. Let not the cenſure of the Phariſee, 
nor the ſnarling of ſuch who are holy in 
their own eyes, and wiſe in their own con- 
ceit, affright thee from thy reſt. And if 
they ſhould complain, that thou haſt left 


them to ſerve alone, yea, if they ſhould ac- 


cuſe thee to thy Lord, be not affrighted, 
and driven from thy reſt, as though ſome- 
what yet remained to be done, ere thou 
couldſt be happy; remember thy ſtrength is 
to ſit ſtill, and conſtantly believe, with all 
thy heart, that CHriſt and thee are one: that 
thou art free, as he is free, and all his reſt 


1s thine, 


Having very briefly confidered the nature 
of this covenant ; and given a few hints of 
what grace and glory is ſecured therein. for 
the heart that believeth; I ſhall conclude, 
with a few words more, by way of farther 


_ recommending this covenant. 


This covenant is indeed given for the peo- 
us for the people of Adam's race; nor 

as the Lord pointed out any particular peo- 
ple, by any eſpecial — which they 
might be ſuppoſed to have above others, as 
the perſons for whom this covenant is given: 
but he has told us, that it is given for 
the people; for the loſt and ſinful * 
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that none amongſt the people, however vile 
and hell- deſerving they may feel themſelves, 
may have any ground for this objection, that 
the covenant was not given for them: ne- 
vertheleſs, the unbelieving mind will raiſe 
many objections, why they ſhould not be- 
lieve, that this covenant, with all its ful- 
neſs of grace, is given for them. And firſt, 
they judge themſelves unqualified for the re- 
ception of this goſpel, but, indeed, this is a 
miſtake, for I dare venture to affirm, that 
you are qualified far it; fin and Satan has 
ualifed you, whether you know it or not; 
for the ſcripture bas concluded all under fin, 
by which you are qualified for this ſalvation 
by grace. Are you finners, contemners of 
God's word and commandment, haters of 
God, and your minds enmity againſt him? 
Have yqu fleſhly luſts, which war againſt 
your ſoul? Have you a hard heart, wander- 
ing affections, pride, ignorance, unbelief be 
anger, deceit? And withal, are you thoſe, 
who although yay feel theſe things, yet cannot 
mourn or be grieved for it? then are you a 
ſinner, and yet but a finner, therefore you 
are qualified for the belief of the truth, even 
of that redemption, which is in the blood 
of the lamb, the forgiveneſs of ſins ; fince it 
is for ſinners, and only finners, the Saviour 
died, and for them was given a covenant of 
grace. Again, you will ſay, that you are 
unworthy of the glory and riches of this eo - 

| , venant; 
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venant: that is true, in regard of a 
of our own, we are eternally unwort — 
in his love, who gave this covenant, you are 
. worthy of eternal life; and if you are con- 
tent, as a worthleſs ſinner, to ſhelter you in 
this covenant, I bid you welcome in the 


name of the Lord. Here you ſhall feel alt 
your wants ſupplied. May my God and Sa- 
viour ſhew you this covenant, Here ho 
righteouſneſs for you that are un 
holineſs for the impure in heart; life for thi 
dead]; peace and reconciliation for you whoſe 
minds are as a troubled fea; ſtrength and 
victory for the weak and fearful, and reſt for 
you that are weary: yea, here is perfect, 
finiſhed, eternal ſalvation for you, and all 
ſecured in the power and glory of God. 
When you feel the deadneſs, unrighteouſ- 
neſs, impurity, anxiety, weakneſs, and evil 
of your fnful nature, be not diſcouraged, 
bat let your heart and mind be fixed upon 
Chriſt your covenant, and your eye be open 
to behold your compleatneſs in him, in whom 
you are juſt and holy, and bleſſed and faved, 
with an everlaſting ſalvation. Let this Knew 
ledge be real in your heart, then you will be 
ſatisfied with Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and then 
there ſhall be no more complaining in your 
ſtreets, nor leading into captivity ; and as 
the corruption and enmity of your own hearts 
cannot make you afraid, neither will any —— 
tended — or ſanctity of man ſtumbie 


you, 


an 


6569 
you, as though they had whereof they might 
boaſt; for in the knowledge of yourſelves, 
you will know human nature with 
tainty, that it will be in vain they put the 
vizard on, and you will be as ſure, as you 
are, that your God and Father has created 


you, that Jeſus only is holy, that he only is 


the Lord : then it will matter nothing with 
you what any man pretends to be, for you 
ſhall gather every day with greater certainty 
from yourſelves and all mankind, that there 


is nonegood but God; and that Jeſus is the whole 
of your righteouſneſs, ſtrength, and purity, 


and he ſhall be your glory ; and whilſt you 
are here, let me-remind you of that word of 
God our Saviour: blefſed is he whoſoever ſhall 
not be offended in me. When we come to reſt 
with ſatisfaction in this covenant, there are 
ſeveral offences ariſe, as the ſcandal of his 
blood. Whoſo is coming off from all to Je- 


ſus, the devil throws him dawn, and tears him. 
There is then fiercer aſſaults from him, be- 
cauſe the agreement with death is broken, 
and the covenant with hell is diſannulled; 


the mind is at ſuch a ſeaſon more ſtrangely 


beſet; but bleſſed is he who takes no offence 


from hence at the covenant of peace. At 
this time alſo is ſinful nature more abundantly 


exaſperated, and a man's foes are them of 
his own houſhold, with a witneſs. This 
covenant condemns the carnal mind to tor- 


ment, that Dives, once ſo rich in righte- 
| | ouſneſs, 


that cer- 
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ouſneſs, goodneſs, and ſelf-ſufficiency is ſtript 


and crucified, and condemned to hell, 

this revelation of the Son of God, and a 
gulph fixed to keep it there, whilſt not a 
dram of comfort is afforded it from the 
riches of the covenant : therefore is it en- 

raged, and, like a lion in a chain, rouſed up 
and provoked, it roars, and fiercely ſtrives to 
devour, but happy is he that is not affright- 
ed at it; yea, bleſſed is he who takes no oc 
caſion from thence, as perceiving it in him- 
ſelf, or others, to be offended at Fe/us, or 
his free ſalvation. Again, there are thoſe 
who watch for the reproach and diſhonour 
of Jeſus, and take pleaſure in it, through the 
infirmities of his children. They cannot 
think how a man that is a ſinner can be 
happy. They think the truth and power of 
the goſpel ſtands in the goodneſs of man, 
and therefore they deſpiſe the treaſure, when 
they find it in an earthen veſſel, They either 
object againſt the goſpel as a licentious doc- 
trine, becauſe they that believe it are men, 
and are ſubject to infirmities, as thoſe who 
are yet in the body; or elſe they take occa- 
ſion to wound and diſhonour it, by groſsly 
repreſenting to mankind the ſin and imperfec- 
tions of them that believe: thus hardening 
the hearts of men againſt it, they are offended 
at Chriſt in his members, becauſe they are 
tempted or afflicted, or becauſe they have 


been found ſinners. But, O my brethren, to 
1 you 


„ Lg 

you I ſpeak, who know this covenant : re- 
member the words of your Lord ; bleſſed i; 
he whoſoever ſhall not he offended in me. O 
be not offended at Jeſus, it thoſe ſouls who 
are a coming to him are thrown down, and 
torn by the enemy: he is yet a God of love 
I can aſſure you; indeed he is. Let not this 
diſcourage you, or cauſe you to think that 
he regards not the peace of his children. O 

be not offended with Chriſt your covenant, 
when you fee the ſtruggles of nature in them 
that believe, or when you feel them in your- 
ſelves. Do not then ſay I am deceived by 
this covenant, becauſe you feel yourſelves no 
better, but rather worſe, as to the corrup- 
tions of the mind, than what you were when 
_ leaned upon your own righteouſneſs, 

et not this make you offended at the Sa- 
viour, or weary of him, nor angry with his 
goſpel; for indeed he intends goodneſs and 
mercy towards you, and only means to drain 
you of your own righteouſneſs and ſtrength, 
that you may be compleatly happy in him, 
and that you may enter into the reſt of the 
covenant. 226 


O, be not offended with Jeſus, from his 
childrens ſpots and infirmities ; let his grace 
and love appear more free, rich and illuſtri- 
ous through their weakneſſes, ſince where 
fin hath abounded, grace hath ſuperabound- 
ed. You wonder, perhaps, why ſo many 
oy infirmities 
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infirmities attend them that believe, and pro- 
feſs to be happy in Jeſus; but wait patiently, 
and our Lord will let you know the reaſon, 
and that there was a needs-be for: them all, 
according to the order of his dealings, in his 
providence and grace with man. They have 
no pleaſure in what is contrary to Chriſt, 
though poſſibly they have been ſeemingly 
more overtaken, and caught in the toils of 
ſin and ſhame than any. They can tell you 
that ſin is hell, and they find it ſo, and with 
ſtrong cries and bitter tears, they have often 
beſought their God, that they might never 
diſhonour him, through the meſſenger of 
Satan buffetting them, when he has only an- 
ſwered them that his grace was ſufficient for 
them. Our Lord deſigns to teach them, 
and others, by all their imperfections, the 
inexplicable riches of his blood and death. 
Our Saviour is ſatisfied with them, as the | 
travail of his ſoul ; and though they are black 1 
in themſelves, yet are they comely in Chriſt | 
their covenant, where all the fulneſs of his 
righteouſneſs, grace, and mercy is theirs ; 

and there are they without blemith, ſpot, or 

wrinkle, orany ſuch thing ; view them al- 

ways there, behold them there, then will | 
you never take offence at the faithful lover | 
of ſouls, at our gracious, holy, compaſſionate . 
God and Saviour; nor will you then, with 
the Phariſees, object againſt him, with ſay- 
ing, this man recerveth ſinners, and eateth 
with them. 


33 O, my 


( @ } 


O, my brethren, beware of being offended 
at the myſteries of the grace of God, no- 
thing is more common than for perſons to 
ſet down that for fooliſhneſs, yea, for a 
falſhood, which they themſelves underſtand 
not, and for no other reaſon, than becauſe 
they underſtand it not. I doubt not, but 
this covenant will be treated thus by many, 
but if I might give my advice, it ſhould be, 
not to paſs raſh cenſures upon any thing you 
read or hear, but learn to ſuſpend your judge- 
ment, until you have woo oa weighed it, 
in that thought and conſideration, which is 
ſubordinate to the teaching of the word and 
ſpirit of the bleſſed Fe/us. Learn, with the 
diſciples, to aſk the meaning of ſuch things 
that are too high for you, and he will give 
you to know the myſteries of the kingdom 
of God. As I would warn you to beware 
of being ſo much prejudiced in favour of 
any man, to receive and ſwallow from their 
hand, without any examination, that which 
might terminate in your hurt, and the diſ- 
honour of your Lord; ſo would I alſo warn 
you of being prejudiced againſt any child of 
man, ſo as to reje& the teſtimony of the 
Lord upon that account. Is there not cauſe 
to fear, that many fink into a dangerous 
ſituation here, and that they reject, light, 


and ſpeak evil, either with anger or ridicule, 


of what they know to be the truth, and as 


coming from their own mouths could die 10 
it 


— 
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it) and that only, becauſe it is profeſſed, and 
born witneſs of, by ſuch whom they, upon 


ſome account or other, are prejudiced againſt? ' 


Such is their hatred to their fellow-creatures, 
that they will ſpitefully and obſtinately, and 
that contrary to their own conſciences, tram- 
ple on, and endeavour to ſuppreſs the glory of 
Jeſus, rather than the object of their hatred 
ſhould be thought to be in the right. And 
yet this is very conſiſtent with the holineſs 
and goodneſs of man, and ſuch is the zeal 
of human nature for this; that when the 
man has once drawn his ſword againſt his 
adverſary, rather than he will put it up in 

ce, he will revengefully wound — 
though it ſhould be through the heart of the 
lamb of God. But, O my brethren, fly from 


this, let not your hatred to your fellow-crea- 


ture be greater than your love to your God; 
nor ſlight the covenant becauſe a ſinful man 
bears witneſs of it. If you underſtand it not, 
ſpread it before the great prophet of his 
church, as what you want him to teach you, 
and he will guide you, and lead you into all 
truth, 


And you that are entered into the reſt of 
the covenant, let it appear that this reſt is 
fruitful, and that it does not conſiſt, as the 
carnal mind would ſuggeſt, in ſpiritual floth- 
fulneſs. But that it rather produces an active 
mind for the glory of your God and Saviour. 


There 
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There are none of the children of men, can 
ſerve God with that chearfulneſs which you 
ſerve him with. To you his ſervice is per- 
fe& freedom; to you his ways are ways of 
pleaſantneſs, and all his paths are peace. You 
can ſet to your ſeal that his yoke 1s eaſy, and 
his burden light. Your body, ſoul, and ſpi- 
rit are his, as bought with the price of his 
blood, and therefore would you glorify him 
in the one and the other. Nor let any thing 
be painful to you to exerciſe yourſelves in, 
where Jeſus may be glorified, and man be- 
nefited, and yet you may reſt from your la- 
bours. - You may reſt from all your devour- 
ing care, you have a ſufficiency in the cove- 
nant. There is your righteouſneſs, purity, 
peace, ſtrength, reſt, and life eternal, and 
all for ever with the Lord, and well ſecured 
in all the power and ſtrength of his cternal 
Godhead. Let your eye and heart be al- 
ways fixed upon this fulneſs, that you may 
be without care. Let this fulneſs content 
you, under every apprehenſion you may have 
of diſtreſs and ſcarcity in the things which 
concern your preſent life. Be always ſatis- 
fied with the riches of this covenant. 


You may reſt from all your fear, for 
greater is he that is for you, then they that 
are againſt you, In this covenant all your 
enemies are put under your feet, nor does 
there now remain any cauſe of fear. Here 

may 
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may you learn the heart of Jeſus, by look - 
ing to him as your compleat ſalvation, and 
by beholding him in this glory, you ſhall 
ſink into his ſpirit, whilſt all his ſacred tem- 
pers ſhall abound in you, if any have been 
injurious, you ſhall feel a heart to forgive 
them, and give glory to God. If you have 
enemies, as you muſt of neceſſity have, if you 
are in this covenant; you ſhall feel a heart to 
love them, vea all mankind, glorifying our 
Saviour. If vou have trials in common life, 
you ſhall poſſeſs your foul in patience, truſt- 
ing in Jeſus. If you have provocations, you 
ſhall- conſider the meek and lowly heart of 
the crucified Lamb, If you are tempted, you 
ſhall endure with fortitude, looking to the 
author and finiſher of your faith. If you 
are reviled, you ſhall not revile again, but 
render good for evil ; bleſſing for curſing, 
and kindneſs for bitterneſs. The rage of 
your perſecutor's ſpirits, and the ſharpneſs of 
their tongues, ſhall not terrify you, you ſhall 
he as though you heard them not, with a 
bowing of the heart before our Saviour, and 
offering —_— before his pierced feet, 
for this honour conferred upon you. Nor 
ſhall you be diſcouraged when they accuſe 

you of ſin and imperfection, becauſe you are 
no-deceiver, for you never pretended to be 
any thing in yourſelf, but a finner. Learn to 
abide in the view of the covenant, where your 
conſcience will be always yoid of offence to- 


wards 


ſelvation. 


( 64) 
wards God and man. Let not the poverty, 
weakneſs, and ſhameful bloody form of your 
Saviour's death, ever make you aſhamed, 
becauſe he is your Lord and God, Nor all 
the ſlander, reproach, contempt, and ſcandal 
that may be caſt upon you for his ſake, of- 
fend you, where you may be repreſented as 
lovers and promoters of fin, becauſe you only 
will have ha man to reign over you. And 
when you have done and ſuffered all for the 


Saviour, with an eye to his ſpirit and temper 


in all your conduct and behaviour, remem- 
ber you are a ſinner, retire from it all to his 
ſacred wounds, leave your glory in the duſt, 
and let your glorying be in this, that he has 
loved you, and given himfelf for you, and 
have waſhed you from his fins in his o. n 
blood, Then ſhall this language be rooted 
upon your heart: the Lord has made with me 
en everlaſting covenant, ordered in all things 
and ſure, which ts all my hope, and all my 


